Reciprocal tachycardias using accessory pathways with long conduction times.
Three patients with reentrant tachycardia are described who had an accessory pathway with a very long conduction time that was incorporated in the tachycardia circuit. The accessory pathway was able to conduct in one direction only, in retrograde manner in two patients and in anteriograde manner in the remaining patient. Evidence is presented that reveals that in the first two patients the accessory pathway was septally located, had completely bypassed the normal atrioventricular (A-V) conduction system, had properties of decremental conduction, and had an atrial exit close to the coronary sinus and a ventricular exit relatively far from the atrioventricular A-V ring. In the third patient, who manifested wide QRS complex during tachycardia, the ventricular end of the accessory pathway seemed to be located close to the right ventricular apex. The atrial end of the pathway could not be localized exactly.